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Usurping one’s land and home by the force of guns does not
create legal titles. Indian and Chines fought a just war against
their colonisers precisely to recover their claim over their
homeland. The Baloch are doing the same and would certainly
be victorious in the end.

Of course, Baloch do welcome any foreign investment in Balo-
chistan that improves the well-being of the Baloch people. In
contrast, these two deals seriously undermine every conceiva-
ble right of the Baloch. Baloch are fully conscious of the strate-
gic location of their homeland and its historical economic po-
tential. Any economic deal must be signed with the representa-
tives of an independent, democratic Balochistan in an open and
transparent environment. Above all, economic deals must be
open to all potential candidates worldwide. The deals must be
mutually beneficial and insure the best interest of Baloch and
Balochistan. It is only then that contracts can have legal validity
in the eyes of the Baloch nation.

Within a framework of a colonised setting, the terms such as
development and economic prosperity become very mislead-
ing. What has become of economic development of the entire
population of native America in the American context? Christo-
pher Columbus (1451-1506) colonised the new world in 1492.
Has there been any economic development in that context?
Certainly, there has. But at whose cost? What happened to the
Native Americans? Most perished in the hands of their colonis-
ers. Those few who survived have been marginalised to such a
point that have never recovered and still live in the worst con-
ditions. In the same way, this is what has happened to the Aus-
tralian Aborigines. The British conquered and colonised Aus-
tralia in 1791. Has Australia developed since then? It certainly
has. So what has happened to Australian native people? They
have encountered the same fate as the Native Americans.

This is exactly the same destiny that Punjabi jihadist and Per-
sian fundamentalists have in mind for the Baloch nation and
Balochistan. For the colonialists human life of native popula-
tions have no value. What matters is the survival of their colo-
nial states and their affluence. The fact is these deals will never
succeed because these colonial geopolitical structures are on
their last legs. If they succeed, for the sake of argument, Baloch
fate is not going to be different from the Native Americans or
the Australian Aborigines.

Conclusion

History is advancing forward and fast. The pace of change is
incredible. The underlying currents show a desire for greater
freedom; democracy, human rights, open and democratic gov-
ernments. Medieval colonial theocratic states cannot survive
for long given the current state of affairs. The Islamic state of
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Pakistan, headed by a Punjabi jihadist army, and the Islamic
state of Iran, headed by Persian Hezbollah, are among the last
political structures of an old world system. These artificial po-
litical structures have exhausted their armaments. It is just
impossible for these states to sustain the same degree of re-
pression and bigotry for too long. Their collapse and disintegra-
tion is inevitable.

Baloch are aware of their democratic rights, the strategic loca-
tion of their homeland and its economic potential. They will
never allow the colonising states of Pakistan and Iran to suc-
ceed in implementing such deals fully. As stated earlier these
states cannot exist for long given the current climate. There-
fore, it is not in the long-term interest of China and India to
involve themselves in deals and contracts with these theocratic
colonised states. In addition, it is not in the interest of demo-
cratic western governments, in particular United States, to
have these theocratic states strengthen their economic and
military positions.

Baloch are the only legal owners of their homeland, Balochi-
stan, and its resources, ports and assets. They have every right
to protect and preserve their homeland by all legitimate and
moral means. Economic deals are only legally binding if they
are signed by the true representatives of the Baloch na-

tion. Otherwise, they are illegal and will result in exploitation
of Baloch people and even more bloodshed. Baloch demands
are legitimate. They want the removal of all forces of the colo-
nial states from their homeland and want to restore their inde-
pendence and democratic rights. These deals undermine
Baloch freedom and their rights.
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they mean to deploy more armed forces i.e. 10,000 more mer-
cenaries to crush the Baloch liberation movement.

Another rising economic and political power in the region is
India. While, it has been much slower compared to China in
pursuit of its interests abroad, its expanding economy has
made external markets necessary in order that India can
achieve her long term economic ambitions. Once again Balochi-
stan came to the centre of attention of regional powers. In May
2016 another deal was signed between India, Iran and Afghani-
stan on something that none of them have a legal right. The
Indian Prime Minister, Narendra Modi, met Hassan Rouhani
and the Afghan president, Ashraf Ghani in Tehran. The aim of
this meeting was to open a trade route from the port of Chaba-
har, in Iranian occupied Balochistan, to India through Afghani-
stan. This trade link is believed to create a transit access to
Indian exports to the Middle East and Central Asia. At the same
time India would have direct access to Middle East gas and
crude oil. The Indian president promised to spend about $500
million developing Chabahar port and about $16 billion in the
coming years on the infrastructure of a free trade zone in
Chabahar.

So what is the fuss? Baloch should be grateful for these gener-
ous and altruistic packages of these states! What is missing in
these deals is the Baloch nation. Both ports are Baloch ports.
They are situated only 45 miles from each other. Both corridors
cross Baloch homeland. Besides, both sides of Balochistan are
illegally occupied. Western Balochistan was occupied by the
Persian army in 1928 and eastern Balochistan was occupied by
the Punjabi Muslim army in 1948. Baloch have never recog-
nised the illegal occupation of their homeland and has always
fought and will continue to fight for their freedom. The Chinese
and Indian nations must understand from their own experience
of struggle against colonialism. They must understand that col-
onised nations would fight to the end to regain their independ-

ence.

Any contract that is not signed by democratically elected repre-
sentatives of a Baloch nation, who are elected in an independ-
ent Balochistan, in a free and open general elections is simply
illegal. Baloch have every right to oppose such deals as they
have no control over their own resources or the deals that are
reached with such occupying states. The Punjabi rulers of Paki-
stan and the Persian rulers of Iran have not got any legal, mor-
al, economic, cultural, historical or any other right on Balochi-
stan. They are foreign invaders and their presence in Balochi-
stan is purely by means of their swords. It is simply ill-advised
for any responsible state to enter into negotiation and signed
contracts with the worst corrupt, criminal, theocratic states, on
something that they have no legal entitlement. These states
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are at the top of the list when it comes to crimes against hu-
manity and their systematic abuse of the most basic demo-
cratic rights of nations under their colonial domination.

Signing such unlawful contracts and literally wasting billions of
dollars, at a time when the entire region is burning in the flame
from the dark ages (colonial legacies and theocratic totalitari-
anism), demonstrate a monumental historical misjudgement. It
shows a lack of any viable feasibility study about these free
trade corridors. Both Pakistan and Iran are classical specimens
of the worst kind of colonial geopolitical structure that have
ever existed. Only a spark of sanity and democracy will turn
these structures into dust once and for all. All nations under
these wrenched colonial structures have suffered. At the earli-
est opportunity they all break away from these tyrannical con-
structions.

It is not surprising that both these colonial structures are a con-
coction of the nastiest brand of militarism and theocracy. Their
political structures have always been the same. From time to
time we have witnessed domination of one regime over anoth-
er equally despotic regime but never anything else. The coloni-
al theocratic structures are inherently inhumane and undemo-
cratic and without extreme bloodshed, torture, bigotry and
corruption cannot last for long. These corridors extend the life-
span of these colonial theocratic states. Their operation do not
diminish the extent of their repression and bloodshed but will
intensify them. Any responsible and independent journalist and
human rights organisation, if allowed to visit these areas in the
first instance, would confirm these Baloch fears.

Even if a democratic state like India enters into such a contract
with good intentions (with the intent that Baloch would benefit
from these contracts), such contracts are problematic. First of
all it demonstrates a lack of sufficient study on the matter and
secondly good intention does not in itself insure Baloch inher-
ent human and democratic rights. Baloch like any nation, like
the Chinses and Indian nations, are entitled to their freedom
from colonialism, occupation and to determine their own desti-
ny. In the absence of any consideration of Baloch fundamental
democratic and human rights even a well-intended policy can
be deployed against the Baloch. The repressive colonial rulers
of Pakistan and Iran receive Chinese and Indian capital, exper-
tise and technology to prolong Baloch repression. Accordingly,
whoever takes part in these contracts would covertly assist
these colonial states in prolonging and intensifying Baloch sub-
jugation.

One thing is clear Baloch land and Baloch ports belong to the
Baloch nation. Punjabi and Persian rulers of Pakistan and Iran
have no rights to resources and land that belong to the Baloch.
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system, twisted and glued them as accessory of their colonial
machine.

Losing Bangladesh bewildered the Punjabi rulers. It was after
this setback that for a short time they tolerated the elected
Baloch government of Atallah Mengal just for a few months.
Then Pakistan’s Prime Minister, Zulfikar Ali Bhutto, dismissed it.
That was the end of Baloch patience. Baloch Sarmachars
(freedom fighters) took arms and liberated most of the eastern
Balochistan by 1974. The colonial rulers of Iran and Pakistan
got united in their effort to reoccupy Balochistan. In the mean-
time 90,000 Punjabi mercenaries confronted 60,000 Baloch
partisans. The conflict resulted in thousands of Baloch being
displaced and about 15,000 were killed (Rahman, 2010 - Baloch
Hal).

Today there is no unaffected spots in Pakistani occupied Balo-
chistan. The Baloch liberation movement has spread to every
corner of Balochistan. Every Baloch family can tell a tragic story
of the Pakistani security forces inhumane treatment of a mem-
ber or members of their family. The army and their jihadist
groups target the informed, secular and conscientious Baloch
everywhere in Balochistan, particularly, those Baloch who call
for their freedom and the restoration of a free, democratic and
developed Balochistan. In the last ten years the Pakistani army
and their fanatic Sunni groups have killed hundreds of Baloch
leaders, from old and young, men and women (Karimzadi
2015a: 114-24). The list of those who are abducted, disap-
peared and those whose mutilated bodies have been discov-
ered goes into many thousands. For the first time several mass
graves were discovered in Balochistan on 17 January 2014 in
Tootak, Khusdar. The jihadist Punjabi rulers of Pakistan have
also carried out nuclear tests in Balochistan, on 28 May 1998,
in the Koh Kambaran range and Chaghai hills. These tests have
destroyed the whole area and there have never been any inde-
pendent assessment of the effects of these nuclear tests on
Baloch people and their land, although many have suffered
illness and death as a result.

With its rich resources and its strategic location, if Baloch were
free (given their tolerant nature and humanist outlook and a
culture and desire to work united for common good), Balochi-
stan could have been one of the most prosperous, democratic
and tolerant nations in the world. But under Punjabi colonial
theocratic rulers, of the Islamic state of Pakistan, Balochistan is
one of the most devastated, broken, poverty stricken and vio-
lent societies that can be found anywhere in the world. As re-
sult of Punjabi colonialism, the vast majority of Baloch people
live on the breadline. Baloch have one of the lowest life expec-
tancy rates, and one of the highest child mortality and illiteracy
rates in the world (Karimzadi 2015a: 100-14). Under Punjabi
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colonial rule; corruption, disease, degradation, abuse, depravi-
ty and carnage is endemic in Balochistan. Baloch are deprived
of any functional infrastructure, education, hospital, transport,
industry, and legal, financial, cultural and political institutions.
The Baloch language, environment, art, music and culture are
systematically vandalised and degraded.

Corridors of Swindlers and Plunderers

These corridors for the Baloch in Balochistan are the corridors
of usurpers and robbers. From this brief account of the Baloch
experience, under the colonial rule of theocratic states of Paki-
stan and Iran, it would be utter insanity to expect anything else.
The reason that these states’ violate the human rights of
Baloch in Balochistan is that they believe Balochistan is belong
to them (the theocratic states) and not to the Baloch. This
claim is as absurd and antiquated as these states in reality are.
The Punjabi Muslims and Persians do not own Balochistan.
They have illegally occupied Balochistan. This is the heart of the
matter. In view of this fact there is a need to examine the true
nature of these two corridors.

Let us clarify the central fabrication first. What has been repre-
sented as the China-Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC) is the
Xinjiang-Balochistan corridor. China after a century and half of
mayhem and disorder finally attained its relative stability in
1980s. The Chinese endured every horror imaginable; colonisa-
tion, war, famine, displacement and a sequence of massacres
for over a century (Karimzadi 2015b: 57). After facing such a
terrible period, the Chinese people worked hard and have
turned their economy into the second largest economy in the

world.

The Chinese economy has in recent decades been transformed.
The former command economy has lost its grip and has been
replaced with one of the least regulated, aggressive forms of
market economy. China is a very large nation and its economy
has an appetite that matches its size. Naturally, as it grows, its
hunger concurrently grows for raw materials, fossil fuels and it
requires routes to discharge its outputs and import its cheap
inputs. It was in the light of this transformation that the jihadist
Punjabi colonisers of Balochistan discovered another channel
to exploit Baloch resources and ports. Constructing a trading
route linking the city of Kashgar in Xinjiang and Balochistan’s
deep water port of Gwadar was seen as one of key artery for
China to have access to the Persian Gulf; its gas, oil, minerals
and markets. In fulfilling this plan China’s president, Xi Jinping,
visited Pakistan in April 2015. In this visit he met his counter-
parts, Punjabi rulers of Pakistan and promised to invest $46
billion by 2030 on the route. The Punjabi army, in turn, pledged
to deepen their colonial power in Balochistan. By this pledge
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blogger in the world to be executed (Karimzadi 2015a: 77-81).
The extent of the brutality conducted by the Islamic regime in
Balochistan is such that even a regime high official, who was
part of the same system and carried out the same policies for
over thirty years, could not keep her silence. The vice president
for women and family affairs in Iran, Shahindokht Molaverdi in
February 2016 admitted that there is a village in Balochistan
“where every single man has been executed” by the Islamic
regime (www.independent.co.uk/news/world/middle east -
Friday 26 Feb 2016). Her admission is true only partially be-
cause there are more than one village in Balochistan where
most, if not all men, have been executed by the regime.

The legacy of Persian colonialism in both regimes (by the Shah
and the Islamic Republic) is dire. It can at best be described as a
fusion of captivity, torture, execution, poverty, addiction, un-
employment, deprivation, insecurity, illiteracy and disease. The
vast majority of Baloch live below the poverty line and extreme
personal insecurity. They are not allowed to speak and write in
their mother tongue language and practice their cherished
moral and culture values. Baloch are barred from having any
media, literature, theatre, and cinema. They are systematically
prevented from education, in particular higher education. Balo-
chistan under occupation of the Islamic regime has not even
one qualified journalist, artist, musician, or scientist. Where are
all these talents? All these talents no doubt are there in abun-
dance but are barred from being utilised. There are parts of
Balochistan where Baloch cannot simply enter and where the
regime is busy extracting resources, exploiting these not for the
benefit of Baloch people but for the benefit of the regime and
at the expense of the Baloch. No foreigner is allowed to enter
Balochistan because the regime fears that they will report the
reality of the situation to the outside world. As for independent
media, human rights organisations and credible scholars, there
is no any sign of them in Balochistan. If the regime spots any
sign of such activity by an individual, the fate of that individual
is sealed to certain death. To Baloch colonisers Baloch have no
identity and no history. In recent years even they have been
removing the name of Balochistan from official documents.

The situation in Pakistani occupied Balochistan is equally hor-
rendous. In many respects it is much worse. The Punjabi Mus-
lims have no national identity except their Indian identity. How-
ever, they hate their true identity and are likewise totally para-
noid of their Islamic national identity! Their type of colonialism
is wholly deformed and psychotic. Their political and military
establishment is unhinged and demented and their ruling es-
tablishment is deranged and hysterical. They are fully aware of
their maniac and fleeting existence and for this reason succes-
sive rulers of Pakistan have been unfailingly vile and corrupt.
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Balochistan under their occupation is a total disaster. To the
Punjabi fanatic colonisers, Balochistan is a zero sum game ad-
venture. They have applied this policy since 950s, depriving the
Baloch from their resources of natural gas, minerals and pre-
cious metals. Nobody actually knows to what extent the exploi-
tation of such resources has taken place, certainly not the
Baloch as they have been completely side-lined and have no
access to their own resources. The few Baloch who collaborate
with Punjabi colonisers are handpicked from the most corrupt
individuals in Balochistan. The beneficiaries of the Balochistan
bonanza have been the Punjabi army and security forces fol-
lowed by Punjabi commercial and religious establishments. Sui
gas is a well-known case but it is only the tip of an enormous
iceberg. From the mid-1950s to-date it is under their control.
They extract it, pipe it to the Punjab, sell it and spend the reve-
nue the way the wish. Baloch share of their natural gas is negli-
gible.

The same story goes for other resources and minerals in Paki-
stani occupied Balochistan. The ruling colonisers decide about
everything. The contracts, the selection of their foreign agents
and the price that they will sell the Baloch national wealth. The
informed and honest Baloch who wants to know what is hap-
pening with their resources are mysteriously abducted and
disappear. The mutilated bodies of some appear from time to
time in desolate parts of Balochistan and as to the fate of the
rest nobody knows. Those locations where there is Baloch min-
erals, precious stones or where gas is extracted Baloch are ex-
cluded. These areas are under the total control of the Punjabi
army. These are not industrial zones of Balochistan. On the
contrary, these are the military zones of Punjabi army of Paki-
stan in Balochistan. One rather telling example of how Punjabi
colonialism works and how it negotiates contracts with China in
extracting Baloch minerals without agreement of the Baloch.
First of all there is no independent body to oversee such con-
tracts and Baloch people have no say when it comes to how
their resources are utilised or contracted out. Furthermore,
nobody is held accountable for whatever the Punjabi establish-
ment has done or intend to do. In addition, the Chinese are
allowed to extract whatever they can and directly transport the
resources from the source to china without agreement by the
Baloch.

Eastern Balochistan from the day it was occupied by the Punja-
bi army in 1948 have never had a day of stability. During the
five Pakistani military operations in Balochistan the whole
Baloch society, economy, institutions have been severely crip-
pled. Punjabi jihadist venom has intoxicated and paralysed eve-
ry organ of Baloch society. The regime’s security forces have
infiltrated all Baloch organisations that cooperate with the
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that supported the state of Israel during the 1973 war. This led
to world oil prices increasing sharply. The prices were quadru-
pled within four months (Beenstock 2007).

The oil bonanza boosted the ego of the little emperor. This was
the time that the Shah had grand ideas. One of Shah’s ostenta-
tious idea was his plan for one of the largest and the best
equipped army in the world. Balochistan because of its location
fell a prey to this plan. The regime decided to construct their
biggest military base in the Middle East in Balochistan. To this
effect, they started to build a base in Konarak, which is adja-
cent to the port of Chabahar. This base was half way to its
completion when the regime was toppled in 1979. Neverthe-
less, Balochistan indirectly benefited from this project. The
construction of the motorway between Zahidan, Wash, Iranshir
and Chabahar was a by-product of this venture. Balochistan
also gained from the economic multiplier effects of the
scheme. Part of the money spent on the project were spent in
Balochistan, which generated jobs and economic activity that
local people could benefit from.

The second event was when the Democrats came to power in
the United States. Jimmy Carter was elected as president of the
U.S. in 1977. He encouraged the Shah and his followers to open
their markets to the global economy and allow people to exer-
cise their civil rights. It meant an integrated single Iranian econ-
omy including Balochistan. For this reason we observe some
tangible signs of investment in Balochistan from 1977 to the
time the regime was toppled in 1979.

Another significant event that forced Iranian rulers to pay more
attention to Balochistan’s economic development was the vic-
tory of the Baloch liberation movement in eastern Balochistan,
during 1973-77. Baloch liberated Balochistan from Pakistani
occupation in 1974. It was with the help of the Shah’s regime
that the Pakistani army defeated the Baloch. The Iranian ruling
establishment did not wish the same movement taking roots in
Iranian occupied Balochistan and for this reason started to pay
a little more attention to Balochistan.

The most notable change in Iranian occupied Balochistan, how-
ever, took place about four months before and four months
after the Iranian revolution. The colonial system operated by
the Shah almost lost its grip over Balochistan a few months
before it collapsed. A small section of Baloch society took ad-
vantage of the relative freedom and capitalised on the move-
ment of goods through free trade. They imported products
from Gulf States and then exported them to Persian cities, Af-
ghanistan and Pakistan. This trade continued four months after
the revolution and has left an indelible mark in terms of struc-
tural transformation on Iranian occupied Balochistan. It took
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the Islamic regime about four to five months to strengthen its
colonial grip on power in Balochistan and with that Baloch lost
their freedom to decide what economic activities were most
suited to their business environment and their well-being. As
soon as the regime completed its grip over Balochistan, the
economic activities that were initiated by the private sector
were reversed. In Chabahar people protested against the Is-
lamic regime’s policy and called for Chabahar to be turned into
a free trade zone.

The Iran-lraq war was another event that attracted the atten-
tion of colonial theocratic rulers of Iran towards Balochistan.
The regime needed a safer venue for importing goods. The
fever of free economic zones and their experience of the war
tempted the regime to open their own free trade zones.
Chabahar was one of the most obvious candidate for this pur-
pose. Firstly, it offered an excellent strategic location. Second-
ly, the Islamic ideology had to give priority to economic expedi-
ency during war. Chabahar, as a free port, became an econom-
ic windfall that the regime could not pass by. The regime’s plan
was a systematic exploitation. They exported Hezbollahis to
Chabahar under the excuse of requiring security personnel or
civil servants. Then steadily and systematically usurped the
Baloch land and allocated the appropriated land among their
cronies. The regime also subsidised their so called investment
and turned many of the native Baloch into one that were land-
less. Thus pushed many Baloch to the margin of their own
hometown. Baloch with some savings started to buy their own
land at extortionate prices from their Hezbollahi colonisers. As
a result, the demography of Chabahar has changed drastically.
Only three decades ago the number of non-Baloch in Chabahar
were less than hundred individuals but after three decades
they comprise a significant percentage of Chabahar’s popula-
tion. If the same trend continues Baloch will be reduced to a
minority group in one of their most important ports. The irony
is that the cronies of the regime in charge of the port in Chaba-
har use the port for smuggling goods to get rich quick. At the
same time they have been executing large numbers of the dis-
possessed Baloch on daily basis under the same pretext.

Under the Islamic regime of Iran Baloch have experienced one
of the worst times in their history. The regime rule in Balochi-
stan is a shoot to kill policy. They kill anyone they suspect at
any time they wish. Within a year and half of being in power,
the regime literally wiped out almost the entire educated sec-
tion of Baloch society. Tortured and killed the best of what
Baloch had and sent the rest into exile. The highest rate of exe-
cution per population in the world was in Iranian occupied Bal-
ochistan from 2004 to 2009. The regime executed Baloch jour-
nalist, Yaguob Mehrnehad in 2008. He was the first web
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2007: 7-13). The most important are a massive expansion of
international trade, technological revolution, in particular in
the information technology, internet, satellite communication,
globalization of financial markets and institutions, privatization
of nationalized industries and deregulation of markets, the col-
lapse of the Soviet Empire and the economic growth of the
emerging economies such as in China and India.

Empire and the economic growth of the emerging economies
such as in China and India. That being said globalization is
merely an external influence to the nations on the margin. The
source of dynamism of the economy of any nation, first and
foremost, depends on primary factors of production, land and
labour. Without land there is no economy and without people
to work we have no economy. The rest are secondary matters.
Skills, education, training, institutions, technology, law, mar-
kets, science, capital, security, accountability and so on are
very important but they are only secondary issues.

and being rich in fossil fuels, minerals, precious metals and its
long coast line, Balochistan should have been, at least, as de-
veloped as Dubai, Singapore or Hong Kong.

The period that | have in mind for Balochistan’s lost opportuni-
ty is post Second World War, after Balochistan regained her
independence from Britain. It was after the war that huge re-
serves of fossil fuel were discovered in Middle East, most spe-
cifically around the gulf region. The two most significant effects
of this discovery were the accumulation of enormous amount
of capital in the hands of the Arab states and their citizens
from the sale of crude oil. But also associated with this eco-
nomic prosperity was the immense expansion of international
trade in the region. All these took place in close proximity to
Balochistan. Have the Baloch benefited from this historical
opportunity? The answer is no. Except some Baloch who mi-
grated in search of manual work, Baloch have been barred
The
agency that has bared Baloch from taking part in this economic

from taking advantage of this historical circumstance.

The point cited above is very im—g
portant in the case of Balochistan. It
is futile to expect economic develop-
ment for Baloch when their home-
land is appropriated. We will return
to this subject towards the end of
this article. For now let us look at
some internal and external econom-
ic facilitators of economic transfor-

mation. One source could be the

discovery of rich fossil fuels fields,

The silk was produced in China
and was transported to Europe
crossing these regions.
Road created unintended oppor-
tunity for those nations that hap-
pened to be on its route.

development are their colonis-
ers, the state of Iran and Paki-
stan.

the
British, Persian and Punjabis,

To the colonial rulers,

The Silk
the Baloch have been restricted
from the benefits of their land,
and

its location resources.

Those who live on this land are

of no consequence. Balochistan

minerals and precious stones. If they

are found rich in quality and rarer in quantity, the extraction of
such sources can drastically transform the economy of that
nation. The case in point is the Gulf States with their huge
crude oil reserves. In a relatively short time period their entire
economies were transformed and integrated to the global
economy.

Occasionally it happens that unintended economic activity of
one region would directly affect another region and hence
transform that region. One good example of this instance was
the nations that were located on the Silk Road (Beckwith 2009).
These nations, all the way from China (Xian) to central Asia,
from Kashgar to Samarkand prospered because silk was trans-
ported and traded on this route. The silk was produced in China
and was transported to Europe crossing these regions. The Silk
Road created unintended opportunity for those nations that
happened to be on its route.

In view of what has been said one cannot underestimate the
economic potential of Balochistan. Due to its strategic location
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has been exploited by colonial
military forces and plundered of its resources to enrich their
colonial rulers. There has been a total disregard of the inhabit-
ants of this land and the long term development of Balochi-
stan. This policy of annihilation and vandalism has been pre-
dominant and is still applied with greater intensity. Two years
before the collapse of the Shah’s regime, the foreign minister,
Mahmud Khalatbary, made a statement of what the regime
thought about Balochistan. He said that the rulers of Iran
“always assumed that the Baluch would attempt to create their
own independent state some day, with Soviet support, so it
was desirable to keep them as politically weak, disunited, and
backward as possible” (Quoted in Harrison 1981:159).

Except for a couple of years in the 1970s, the Iranian rulers’
policy towards Balochistan has been a policy of devastation
and deprivation. The first event that altered this policy towards
Balochistan was the 1973, during the Arab-Israeli war. The war
instigated the oil embargo against Israel allies that lasted up to
1977. The organisation of the petroleum exporting countries,
(OPAC), imposed an embargo against the U.S.A. and the states
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context. Mr Chaudari intensely disliked his fellow compatriots,
Hindus. With the same degree of intensity he adhered to his
sect of Islam. He judged everyone through this narrow prism.
In this laid his intention of inventing the jingoistic term,
‘Pakistan.” The term Pakistan meant to segregate the Indian
‘clean’ i.e. Muslims from the Indian ‘unclean’ i.e. non-Muslim
population, in particular from the Hindus. One also must re-
member when the term was coined it was at the height of the
fascist movement in Europe. The Muslim fundamentalists at
the time openly defended the fascist ideology.

When the time came for the British to depart from India, the
Muslim League, where the adherers of British colonial rule
congregated, showed their loyalty to their masters and op-
posed progressive Indians. With the support and encourage-
ment of the rulers of British Raj they opted for partition of
India and the task of partition was given to Louis Mount-
batten. The base for the partition were two provinces, the
province of Punjab and the province of Bengal. It was decided
that west Punjab would form West Pakistan and that east
Bengal would form East Pakistan. The so called princely states
were then given the choice of either joining Pakistan or India.

Two Boundary Commissions were set up to demarcate the
boundary lines. The Boundary Commission of Punjab - the
Indian side was represented by Justice Mehr Chand Mahajan
and Teja Singh and the western side by Din Mohamed and
Muhammad Munir. In case of Bengal, Justice C.C. Biswas and
B.K. Mukherji represented the Indian side and Abu Saleh Mo-
hamed Akram and S.A. Rahman the Pakistani side. Cyril Rad-
cliffe (1899-1977) chaired both commissions. Unsurprisingly,
the two commissions failed to agree so in the end Radcliff
intervened, defined and drew the partition lines.

This was Radcliffe’s first visit to India and yet he was given the
responsibility of carving up a ‘Muslim nation’ out of India! The
inevitable followed. In the first year of partition it is estimat-
ed that about 10 to 12 million people were displaced and
about 1.5
(GlobalSecurity.org). The partition handed the Punjabi Mus-

million civilians were massacred
lims a country in the name of Pakistan. In a twist of history the
most subservient of the British Empire filled the post of the
emperor. A new empire, though a very vile and debilitated
one, was born in the name of Pakistan. The Punjabi Muslim
establishment found themselves in charge of Pakistan’s state

apparatus.

Thus, Pakistan, one can argue, is just of a fake identity. It is a
thick blanket behind which the Punjabi Muslim army, religious
and commercial establishments hide their true identity and
intentions. The survival of this bogus identity is impossible

reiy (C)}.}‘J:“"&L)TL‘J‘

29

without an inconceivable amount of state violence; cruelty,
Islamic fundamentalism, corruption and its successive socio-
path rulers. The entire history of Pakistan bears witness to eve-
rything that has been said. So far Pakistan has instigated five
major conflicts with India in 1947, 1965, 1971, 1999 and
2001/02. It has also been in constant war with all nations un-
der its occupation, the Baloch, Sindhi, Pashtuns and Bengalis.

Take as an example the east Bengalis, as the co-founder of
Pakistan, they comprised a majority in terms of population in
Pakistan. In 1971 they won a majority vote in the general elec-
tion. However, the Punjabi rulers did not want to give up their
imperial power, even though their population was less than
thirty percent of Pakistan. Bengalis were not allowed to form a
government and the Bengalis revolted against this decision.
General Yahiya Khan, the President of Pakistan in the February
1971 conference threatened them with the following chilling
warning. He told his army to “Kill three million of them and the
rest will eat out of our hands” (Payne 1972: 50). What hap-
pened next was beyond description. Bengali sources have esti-
mated the victims of the Punjabi army carnage, in east Bengal,
within a short period of 267 days, to be about 150,000 people
in Khulna, 100,000 people in Dacca, 100,000 in Chittagong,
95,000 in Comilla, and 75,000 in Jessore. The total death toll is
said to be about 1,247,000 (Rummel 1994: 331). Susan Brown-
miller estimated that between 200,000 and 400,000 Bengali
girls and women were raped by Pakistani soldiers during the
same period (Brownmiller: 1992).

Clearly, the same rulers have been in charge of eastern Balo-
chistan, Sindh and Khyber Pakhtunkhwa for a longer time.
There is one plan that they have for all these nations under
their yoke. That is a rigid Islamic fundamentalism like their
proxy Taliban government in Afghanistan. In that way these
nations stay subordinate to the Punjabi military and religious
establishment. One should not be surprised, therefore, to find
the footsteps of most of the Islamic jihadist groups in Pakistan.
Leaders of these groups are trained and sheltered there. The
fanatic mass killer and the leader of al-Qaida network, Bin lad-
en, was found next to their military school in the Punjab on 2
May 2011. Mullah Mohammed Omar died in their hospital and
another Taliban leader, Akhtar Mansour, was killed under their
protection on 21 May 2016.

In the Midst of the Lost Opportunity

The global economy is changing so fast. Its forces of construc-
tion and destruction affected all parts of the world. These
changes tend to come with unprecedented opportunities and
challenges. The forces that have been behind this transfor-
mation are wide-ranging in nature, scope and scale (Eriksen
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to the United Nations in 1949 demanding the return of the
seized land from the artificially created state of Pakistan
(Alikuzai 2013: 584).

Needless to say that the division of Balochistan, into three
parts, has seriously undermined Baloch struggle against coloni-
alism. Although the division has undermined the Baloch strug-
gle for independence it has not deterred them from continuing
to fight for their right to freedom. These rebellions have con-
tinued as they fight to free themselves from their occupiers in
Baloch ended the
Qajar occupation in 1916 and the British acknowledged that.

both western and eastern Balochistan.

Bahram Khan became the ruler of western Balochistan. After
his death, his nephew Dost Mohammed Khan rose to power. J.
Ramsay (25 January 1927) gives a vivid description of this time.
He wrote that “there is not a vestige of Persian authority ex-
isting, nor has Persia any means of asserting her theoretical
claims to sovereignty, over an area in which Persians are aliens
and in which they ... are detested by the people (Baloch) ... Not
only has the country under discussion (western Balochistan)
slipped out of Persian grasp, it has been so hostile to Per-
sia” (quoted in Breseeg, 2004: 185).

When Ramsay wrote these words the Persian army was pre-
paring their next military offensive against western Balochi-
stan. In 1928 Reza Khan Mir Panj invaded and annexed west-
ern Balochistan to Persia. During the1920s, the Persians occu-
pied the homeland of Turkmen, the Azeri, the Kurds and the
Arabs. Reza Mir Panj came to power in a military coup, on 21
February 1921, made himself the prime minister in 1923, and
the King of Persia in 1925. Prior to ascending to the throne and
achieving power, Reza Mir Panj (1878-1944) was a horse han-
dler or hostler for in Tehran
(Ludington Daily News: 26 April 1926).
his comprehension of politics stretched as far as “one man”
rule (Adel, EImi and Taromi-Rad 2012: 15).

European commissioners

He was illiterate and

Occupation and annexation of parts of other nations to Persia,
in effect, turned the Persians into minority rulers. Calling the
colonial geopolitical structure that Reza Khan constructed, by
the use of force, Persia, did not appear fitting. It was very na-
ked conquest, and for this reason, it could not conceal the fact
that it was Persian colonialism. In consideration of this fact, in
1934, the Persian rulers changed the name of the country from
Persia to ‘Iran.” The change of name became official on 21
March 1935.

The term Iran means ‘the land of Aryans.’ Picking this term was
not unintended. The rulers of Persia were close allies of fascist
rulers in Germany during 1930s. It reflected the true mind-set
of the founder of modern Iran and its subsequent rulers. The
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term has been an effective tool in camouflaging Persian coloni-
al rule. In truth Iran has remained synonymous with 'Persia’
and this identity was officially declared by Mohammad Reza,
Reza Khan’s son, in 1959.

Despite their continuous political and armed struggle, Baloch in
Eastern Balochistan were kept under British rule until 1947. In
eastern Balochistan party politics was first initiated in the
1920s (Baloch 1987: 151-57). Eventually, Baloch succeeded on
11 August 1947 to regain their independence in eastern Balo-
chistan but this independence from Britain only lasted for eight
months. A short time later Balochistan was once again invaded,
this time by Punjabi Muslim army of the newly formed state of
Pakistan, on 26 March 1948. From that day to this very day the
bloodshed and Baloch resistance have continued. The Pakistani
military has conducted nationwide military operations in 1948,
1958, 1962, 1973-77 and the latest one was in 2002 which is
still ongoing (Baloch: 1975 and HRCP: 2011).

But what is Pakistan? Much of the violence, Islamic bigotry,
death and destruction that has ensued after creation of Paki-
stan is as a direct result of what is hidden under this very term.
Like any empire, the British Empire, had no desire to leave will-
ingly its crown jewel, India. Staying in India was not simply fea-
sible after the war. Britain had to leave. One also must remem-
ber that the British Empire ruled India for a long time. British
departure naturally put the interests of those Indians who
served the British at risk. One part of India that served the
British and enforced their colonial policies after 1870s was Pun-
jab. Specifically, those Indians who had converted to Islam un-
der Muslim rule in the west Punjab.

British exploited different religious sects and set them against
one another. West Punjab was an ideal ground for this pur-
pose. Therefore, after 1870s Indian Muslim from west Punjab
were the main source for recruiting mercenaries in safeguard-
ing the British colonial machine. On the opposite side, the pro-
gressive Indians set up a broad based political party - the Indian
National Congress in 1885. Those on the side of independence
assembled in this party. In order to counter this movement the
British set up the All Indian Muslim League in 1906. This party
never opposed British rule in India and it is the same party that
was rewarded with Pakistan after the Indian partition.

This is how one part of India was hacked off from its body and
baptised in the name of Pakistan. The term is in itself alarming
to say the least. It was first coined by a fundamentalist Indian
Muslim student, Chaudhri Rahmat Ali, at Cambridge in 1933.
Pakistan means ‘the land of the clean.” Pak literally means
clean and Stan means location and land. The true meaning of
this term becomes more apparent if we scan it in its historical
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The Battle over Balochistan’s Ports of Gwadar
and Chabahar

By: Shahzavar Karimzadi

Introduction

Balochistan is the homeland of the Baloch nation and it

covers approximately 560,000 square kilometres. The strategic
location of Balochistan is much-publicised and it has always
attracted the attention of global and regional imperial powers.
However, increasing integration of the international economy,
in the recent decades, has augmented Balochistan’s strategic
position.

What is often in the news these days concerns the use of
Baloch ports. There are numerous g

invaded Balochistan. Subsequently, in order to crush the
Baloch resistance, the British employed the imperial policy of
‘divide and rule’ and divided Balochistan into three parts (The
Foreign Policy Centre: 2006).

The first line dividing Balochistan into eastern and western
parts was the Goldsmid Line. First, the British gave the green
light to the Qajar King, Nasir al-Din Shah (1848-1896), to attack
and occupy western Balochistan. Following that the Qajar army
invaded Bumpur in 1849 and spread their authority over west-

small and large ports scattered
along Balochistan’s 1,200 kilome-
tres of shoreline. The most nota-
ble of which are the ports of Gad- lands.
dani, Ormara, Pasni, Gwadar, lJi-
wani, Chabahar and the port of
Jask. The two Baloch ports that is
on the news, more often than not,

is the port of Gwadar, which is in

the Pakistani occupied Balochistan

These colonial lines dismembered
the Baloch and Pashtun home-
Both lines were drawn
without the consent of the Baloch
and Pashtun nations and hence
lack any legal and moral validity The

ern Balochistan by the beginning
of 1870s (Karimzadi 2015a: 26). To
close this episode Maj. General F.
J. Goldsmid (1818-1909), the chief
commissioner of the joint Perso-
Baloch
then granted western Balochistan
to Persia in 1871.

Boundary commission,

second line was drawn

in1893. This line is known as the

and the port of Chabahar, which is
in the Iranian part of occupied Balochistan.

In this article we will shed some light on the disputes sur-
rounding the use of these ports. The narratives offered so far
are those disseminated by the colonial states of Pakistan and
Iran. Balochistan is neither Pakistan nor Iran. It neither be-
longs to Iran nor to Pakistan. Baloch is a separate nation. In
this article we will first provide a brief background on how an
independent Balochistan was illegally occupied and then divid-
ed into three parts. In the second part of this article we will
look at what we refer to as a nation’s lost historical opportuni-
ties. The next part of the article will examine some implica-
tions of the two trading corridors on the Baloch nation and
Balochistan.

Independent and united Balochistan

The Baloch nation had its independent state until Balochi-
stan was invaded by the British Imperial army in 1839
(Axmann: 2009). On the 13 November 1839 the British Army

‘Durand Line.” The Line is about
2,450-kilometres long. This line hacked off a chunk of Pashtun
homeland to undermine their battle against the British colonis-
ers and annexed it to the British Indian Raj. The task of the di-
viding the territory was given to the British colonial and civil
servant, Henry Mortimer Durand (1850-1924). He dictated his
plan to the Afghan leader, Amir Abdur Rahman Khan (1840s-
1901). The Afghan leader had no choice but to sign the deal. In
1904 Arthur Henry McMahon (1862-1949), another British Indi-
an officer, extended the Durand Line. That became the final
agreement of the Baloch-Afghan border (Dashti 2012: 290). As
a result of this line a segment of the northern part of Balochi-
stan was scythed and given to Afghanistan.

These colonial lines dismembered the Baloch and Pashtun
homelands. Both lines were drawn without the consent of the
Baloch and Pashtun nations and hence lack any legal and moral
validity. Not to mention that they are clearly acts which are
against international law (Basu 2006). Baloch and Pashtuns
have never accepted these lines. In view of the unlawfulness of
these lines, the Afghan government sent their representatives
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